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SUB J : QUEBEC ELECTION: ANGLOPHONE CONSTITUENCIES 
REF: MONTREAL 1573 

1 . WOOING OF DISGRUNTLED ANGLOPHONES HAS BEOMCE A PRINCIPAL 
MANEUVER FOR ALL PARTIES IN UPCOMING ELECTION. BUT ALL HAVING 
DIFFICULTIES IN FINDING "GOOD" ENGLISH-SPEAKING STANDARD 
BEARERS. 

2. PROBLEM IS COMPOUNDED BY NEW INDEPENDENT-MINDEDNESS IN 
TRADITIONALLY LIBERAL ANGLOPHONE RIDINGS WHICH ARE REFUSING 
HAVE PRESTIGE CANDIDATES "PARACHUTED” IN. EVEN GEORGE SPRINGATE, 
POPULAR FOR OPPOSITION TO BILL 22, WAS REPORTEDLY TURNED DOWN 
BE LIBERAL RIDING MEMBERSHIP IN POINTE CLAIRE AS PROPOSED BY 
PARTY LEADERSHIP. (HIS SEAT WAS STE-ANNE.) HE SUBSEQUENTLY 
ANNOUNCED RETIREMENT FROM POLITICS BUT IS STILL BEING PURSUED 

BY BOTH LIBERALS AND UNION NATION ATE. 

3. SPECULATION BRYCE MACKASAY WILL JOIN PROVINCIAL LIBERAL FOLD 
HEIGHTENED BY SPEECH LAST NIGHT IN TORONTO WHICH SOUNDED MUCH 
LIKE FAREWELL TO OTTAWA. HE IS MEETING TONIGHT WITH LAKESHORE- 
LACHINE LIBERALS AND ANNOUNCEMENT EXPECTED THEN. MEANWHILE, 
SPOKESMAN FOR ONE OF RIDINGS (ROBERT BALDWIN) BEING SUGGESTED 
FOR HIM SAYS "WE DON’T GO FOR PARACHUTING" ... "IF HE WANTS TO 
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GO INTO PROVINCIAL POLITICS HE SHOULD RUN IN VERDUN" (HIS 
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FEDERAL RIDING). 

4. AT PRESS CONFERENCE OF UN'S BIRON YESTERDAY. PARTY ORGANIZERS 
WERE BUSIER LOOKING FOR ANGLOPHONE CANDIDATES THAN TAKING CARE OF 
PRESS. FOUR ANGLOPHONES HAVE BEEN NAMED TO DATE-NONE VERY WELL 
KNOWN EVEN LOCALLY WITH POSSIBLE EXCEPTION CITY COUNCILLOR VICTOR 
PODD-BUT PARTY STILT. TRYING LURE SPRINGATE TO ITS SIDE WITH 
"REPEAL OF BILL 22" PLANK AND "HOLDING NOTRE-DAME-DE-GRACE OPEN 
FOR HIM" IN CASE HE CHANGES HIS MIND. 

5. LIBERAL CANDIDATE-HUNTER ACKNOWLEDGES PROBLEM, SAYING ONLY 
"SIX TO TEN" POSSIBLES LOCATED TO DATE. BOURASSA IS REPORTED TO 
HAVE PERSONALLY REQUESTED IAN MACDONALD, LOCAL GAZETTE COLUMNIST, 
TO RUN. MACDONALD ALLEGEDLY GIVING THIS SERIOUS THOUGHT BUT, IN 
VIEW NOT-INFREQUENT SCATHING REPORTS ON BOURASSA AND LIBERAL 
GOVERNMENT IN PAST, MIGHT HAVE CREDIBILITY PROBLEM IF HE ACCEPTS. 

6. MOUNT ROYAL'S JOHN CIACCIA, PREVIOUSLY RUMORED TO BE STEPPING 
DOWN, HAS ANNOUNCED CANDIDACY FOR REELECTION "BECAUSE IF I DIDN'T, 

IT WOULD CREATE IMPRESSION THAT A WHOLE SECTION OF THE POPULATION 
IS ABANDONING QUEBEC." CIACCIA ALSO FOUGHT BILL 22 AND, WITH 
SPRINGATE, WAS SUSPENDED FROM CAUCUS FOR ONE MONTH FOR VOTING 
AGAINST IT IN 1974. (SUSPENSION WAS DURING NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 
RECESS AND HAD NO PRACTICAL EFFECT BUT ADDED TO POPULARITY OF 
"DISSIDENT" LIBERAL MEMBERS.) 

7. LATEST MANIFESTATION ENGLISH AND ETHNIC VOTES BEING 

TAKEN SERIOUSLY COMES FROM FEDERAL FRANCOPHONES MOVING TO PRO- 
VINCIAL LIBERAL AID. FIRST TO ANNOUNCE, ROLAND COMTOIS, WHO IS 
GIVING UP FEDERAL TERREBONNE SEAT TO RUN IN L'ASSOMPTION (A PART 
OF TERREBONNE), EMPHASIZED HIS OPPOSITION TO THE LANGUAGE TESTS 
REQUIRED UNDER BILL 22 AND HOPES THAT THIS CAN BE CHANGED. JEAN 
MARCHAND, FORMER FEDERAL MINISTER WHO ANNOUNCED HIS MOVE TO 
PROVINCIAL POLITICS YESTERDAY, ALSO ANNOUNCED HE HAD REQUIRED 
"CONDITIONS" TO BE MET BY PREMIER BOURASSA INCLUDING RECONSIDERA- 
TION OF BILL 22 AND/OR ITS IMPLEMENTATION. UN HAS REPEAL OF 
BILL 22 AS PLANK IN PLATFORM AND DEMOCRATIC ALLIANCE INTENDS CHANGE 
SCHOOL SYSTEM SO BILL WILL BE UNNECESSARY— AT, I, CHILDREN WILL BE 
GIVEN EARLY OPPORTUNITY TO BECOME BILINGUAL. 
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8. BECAUSE MUCH OF THE CONTROVERSY IN THE ANGLOPHONE RIDINGS 
SWIRLS AROUND THE LANGUAGE-OF-EDUCATION ISSUE, THE "ETHNICS' ", EVEN 
MORE OUTRAGED ON THIS MATTER, ARE USUALLY LUMPED IN THE SAME BAG. 

IT IS INTERESTING IN THIS REGARD THAT THE LIBERAL PARTY ANNOUNCED 
LAST NIGHT THE CANDIDACY. ALTHOUGH THE RIDING IS NOT FIRM, OF DON 
TADDEO ON THEIR TICKET. TADDEO HAS BEEN THE PRINCIPAL SPOKESMAN FOR 
THE "REBELLIOUS" PARENTS, PRIMARILY ITALIAN, WHO HAVE BEEN "SITTING 
IN" WITH THEIR CHILDREN IN CATHOLIC ANGLOPHONE SCHOOLS FOR APPROXI- 
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MATELY ONE MONTH IN PROTEST AGAINST THE CHILDREN BEING DENIED 
ENROLLMENT UNDER BILL 22. THIS APPARENT VOLTA FACE OF TADDEO 
WAS HARBINGERED, PERHAPS, ON THE UNVEILING OF A STATUE OF 
CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS AT WHICH TIME HE PUBLICLY ACCUSED EDUCATION 
MINISTER BIENVENUE OF HAVING MADE THE DECISION THAT THE CHILDREN 
COULD NOT ENTER ENGLISH SCHOOLS AGAINST THE DESIRE OF PREMIER 
BOURASSA. 

HARPER 
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